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Micrographia. 

is veiy hoc, but they arc nothing fo eager of hunting as they 
are in Italy . 3 

There aie multitudes of other forts of Spiders., whofoeyes, and mofi- 
other parts and properties, are fo exceedingly different both from thofe 
1 nave delcrib d, and from one another, that it would be almoft endlefi 
at leaft too long for my prefent Efiay,to deferibe them, as fome with fix 
eyes, plac d in quite another order 3 others with eight eyes 3 others with 
fewer, and .ome with more. They all feem to be creatures of prey, and 
jSjr . on 0t ^ er Infefts, but their ways of catching them feem very 
differing : the Shepherd Spider by running on his prey 3 the Hunting Spi- 
der by leaping on it,other forts weave Nets, or Cobwebs, whereby they 
enfnare them, Nature having both fitted them with materials and took 
and taught them how to work and weave their Nets, and to lie per- 
due, and to watch diligently to run on any Fly, as foon as ever en- 
tangled. 

1 heir thread: or web feems to be fpun out of fome vifoous kind of 
excrement, lying in their belly, which, though foft when drawn out, is 
prefontly by reafon of its fmalnefs, hardned and dried by the ambient 
Air. Examining feveral of which with my Mjcrofiope^l found them to ap- 
pear much like white Horf-hair, or fome fuch tranfparent horny fubftance, 
and to be of very differing magnitudes 3 fome appearing as bigg as a 
Pigg s bride, others equal to a Horfs-hair 3 other no bigger then a man’s 
hair 3 others yet fmaller and finer. I obforv'd further, that the radia- 
ting chords of the web were much bigger, and fmoother then thofe that 
were woven round, which foem’d fmaller, and all over knotted or pearl’d, 
with fmall tranfparent Globules, not unlike fmall Cryftal Beads or feed 
Pearls, thin ftrung on a Clew of Silk 3 which, whether they were fo fpun 
by the Spider, or by the adventitious moiflure of a fbgg (which I have 
obferv’d to cover all thefe filaments with fuch Cryftal line Beads) I will 
not now difpute. 

Thefo threads were fome of them fo fmall, that I could very plainly, 
with the Microfcope , difeover the fame confecutions of colours as in a 
Prijwe, and they feem’d to proceed from the fame caufe with thofe co- 
lours which I have already deforib’d in thin plated bodies. 

Much refembling a Cobweb, or a confus’d lock of thefe Cylin- 
ders, is a certain white fubftance which, after a fogg, may be obferv’d 
to fly up and down the Air 3 catching feveral of thefo, and examining 
them with my Microfcope , I found them to be much of the fame form, 
looking moft like to a flake of Worfted prepar’d to be fpun, though 
by what means they fhould be generated, or produc’d, is not eafily 
imagined : they were of the fame weight, or very little heavier then the 
Air 3 and ’tisnot unlikely, but that thofe great white clouds, that appear 
all the Summer time, may be of the fame fubftance. 

Qbferv. 



